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****LEGISLATIVE ALERT****
Full Senate Appropriations Committee Markup

FY 2008 Interior-Environment Appropriations Bill
The full Senate Appropriations Committee passed the Interior-Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations bill on Thursday, June 21, 2007, containing $27.15 billion for fiscal year 2008.  The Senate Appropriations Committee’s mark is $600 million less than the House Appropriations Committee’s mark last week.

The Senate Appropriations Committee’s mark is $1.5 billion more than the President’s request and $740 million more than the FY 2007 enacted level.

Contained in the spending bill is $2.27 billion, which is $42.6 million below the FY 2007 enacted level, but $36.8 million above the President’s request.  The Senate Appropriations Committee’s mark is $77 million less than the House Appropriations Committee’s mark of $2.347 billion.

For the Indian Health Services the full Senate Appropriations Committee marked $3.37 billion for FY 2008 spending.  This is $187 million above the FY 2007 enacted level and 96.7 million above the President’s Request, which includes restoring the Urban Health Program ($39.09 million).  The Senate Appropriations Committee mark is $14 million less than the House Appropriations Committee’s mark of $3.384 billion.
Senate Appropriations Committee’s mark

· $2.99 million for IHS Services – $165.64 million above FY 2007 levels and $60.39 million above the President’s Request
· $375.47 million for IHS facilities – $21.55 million above FY 2007 levels and $38.28 million above the President’s Request
For the Johnson O’Malley program, which the President again requested elimination this year, the Senate Appropriations Committee voted to restore funding at the FY 2007 level ($12 million), which is $4.5 million less than the House Appropriations Committee’s mark.  The Senate Appropriations Committee also voted to provide $6 million more to scholarships and adult education to restore proposed cuts in the President’s request.

For post secondary programs the Senate Appropriations Committee voted to give the program $115.5 million for fiscal year 2008.  This amount is $17 million more than the President’s request of $98.5 million, and $7.5 million more than the current FY 2007 level of $108 million.  The Senate Appropriations Committee’s mark is $6 million more than the House Appropriations Committee’s mark of $109.5 million.
For appropriations in law enforcement and public safety the Senate Appropriations Committee voted to give $237.82 million in FY 2008.  This is $6.12 million more than the House Appropriations Committee’s mark ($231.7 million) and just over $33 million more than the FY 2007 enacted level.
For public safety facility construction the Senate Appropriations Committee voted to give $11.6 million, $3 million less than the House Appropriations Committee’s mark and the same as the President’s Request.

Similar to the House Appropriations Committee’s mark of minus $60 million from the FY 2007 enacted level for Education facility construction, the Senate Appropriations Committee voted to approve $125.03 million for Education facility construction, an approximate loss of $80 million from the fiscal year 2007 enacted level.  According to Senate Appropriations staff there is explanatory language in the bill for the decease which is attributed to the need to place a hold on new projects until the BIA develops a plan to address the $146 million shortfall for replacement school construction.
Senator Domenici inserted Senate Report language that would require the BIA to provide a report on the cost estimate for staffing, operations and maintenance, improvements and repairs for BIA owned and tribally owned detention facilities.  The language is as follows: “The Committee is aware that, at the current time, the Bureau only provides funding for Bureau-operated detention centers while costs associated with tribally-operated centers are borne by the Tribes themselves.  Not later than 60 days after enactment of this Act the Bureau shall provide a report providing a cost estimate for staffing, operations and maintenance, facility improvement and repair needs at both BIA-owned and tribally-owned detention facilities.
The Navajo Nation Washington Office will provide an update on the passage of the bill, as well as updates on other appropriations bills for fiscal year 2008.
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