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****LEGISLATIVE ALERT****
Senate Appropriations Committee marks up

FY 2008 Commerce-Justice-Science Spending Bill
Senator Domenici supports Navajo Nation Detention and Court Facilities and Requests funding for Two (2) Navajo Detention Facilities in New Mexico
The Senate Appropriations Committee passed the Commerce, Justice and Science (CJS) spending bill by voice vote.  The Committee passed the CJS bill at a total of $54.646 billion for the Departments of Commerce and Justice, the National Atmospheric and Space Administration (NASA), the National Science Foundation, and nine related independent agencies.
Department of Commerce
The bill proposes a total of $7.35 billion for the Department of Commerce, $754 million above the President’s budget request and $725 million above the FY 2007 level.
Department of Justice

The bill provides a total of $24.31 billion for the Department of Justice, $1.46 billion above the FY 2007 level and $2.06 billion above the President’s budget request.  The Justice section’s highlights are as follows:
· State and Local Law Enforcement – State and Local law enforcement is funded at $2.66 billion, which is $177 million above the FY 2007 level, and $1.55 billion above the President’s Request.
· Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) – DEA is funded at $1.85 billion, $109 million above FY 2007 and $52 million above the President’s budget request.

· Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) – The FBI is funded at $6.579 billion, $538 million above FY 2007 and $147 million above the President’s budget request. The legislation also includes: $30 million above the President’s budget request to provide an additional 100 agents dedicated to fighting violent crime; an additional $8 million to fund 31 new agents dedicated to internet crime against children.

· Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) – ATF is funded at $1.05 billion, $65 million above FY 2007 and $35 million above the President’s budget request.
· U.S. Marshals Service – The U.S. Marshals Service is funded at $905 million, $86 million above FY 2007 and $5 million above the President’s budget request. The additional $5 million is to establish an additional Regional Fugitive Task Force to address the increase workload associated with implementation of the Adam Walsh Act.
Although Committee report language was not readily available after the markup, Senate staffers confirmed Senator Domenici’s support for Navajo Nation Detention Facilities and Navajo Nation Courts facilities.  The following language was inserted into the Senate Appropriations Committee Report at Sen. Domenici’s request:

The Committee notes the condition of certain Navajo Nation detention and court facilities and urges the Department of Justice to take action to address Navajo Nation detention and court facilities in need of repair.  The Navajo Nation, with a population of 300,000, is the largest American Indian tribe, and with a reservation larger than 25,000 square miles, Navajo Nation public services are struggling to contain crime, which has risen to levels many times higher than national averages. Navajo Nation judicial services are also struggling to provide adequate court facilities to accommodate the approximate 80,000 cases that are handled by the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, eight judicial districts and peacemaker courts. Adequate detention and court facilities are needed to address these levels.  The Department of Justice shall review the state of existing detention and court facilities and the need for new detention and court facilities on Navajo Nation land and not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act shall provide a report to the Committees on Appropriations on its findings regarding Navajo Nation detention and court facilities and a description of actions that have been or will be taken by the Department relating to such facilities. 

Additionally, the Tribal detention center construction account was bumped up to $15 million at Senator Domenici’s request, and this funding is intended for the facilities the Senator requested on the Navajo Nation’s behalf at Crownpoint and Shiprock, New Mexico.  More specific to Navajo, Indian Justice Assistance Programs funding is recommended at $28 million for Tribal Assistance through the State and Local Assistance program; $35 million for tribal law enforcement assistance through the COPS program; and $10 million for tribal youth initiatives through Juvenile Justice Assistance.
Science

The bill provides $17.46 billion for National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), $1.2 billion above FY 2007 and $150 million above the President’s budget request. The bill fully funds the President’s budget request for Space Shuttle operations ($4 billion) and Space Station operations ($2.2 billion). The bill also provides: the full President’s budget request of $3.9 billion for development of the next generation Crew Launch Vehicle (CLV, called Ares) and Crew Exploration Vehicle (CEV, called Orion), $5.66 billion for science; and $554 million for aeronautics research.
Related Agencies

· Commission on Civil Rights – The Committee provides $9 million, equal to the FY 2007 level and the President’s budget request.
· Equal Employment Opportunity Commission – The Committee provides $378 million, $49 million above FY 2007 and $50 million above the President’s budget request.
· Legal Services Corporation – The Committee provides $390 million for LSC, a $42 million increase above FY 2007 and $79 million above the President’s budget request.
· State Justice Institute –The Committee provides $3.5 million, $45,000 above FY 2007 and $3.5 million above the President’s budget request.
Please contact the Navajo Nation Washington Office at 202-682-7390 for more information.
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