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****LEGISLATIVE ALERT****
Special Diabetes Program Reauthorization Introduced in the House

The Public Health Service Act (HR 2762) was introduced in the House on Monday, June 18, 2007, by Congresswoman Diana Degette (D-CO-1), for the reauthorization of the special diabetes programs that addresses type 1 diabetes and Native Americans.  Original co-sponsors of the bill include Dale Kildee (D-MI-5), Rick Renzi (R-AZ-1) and Michael Castle (R-DE-At Large).   The bill was referred to the House Energy and Commerce Committee.
The bill, HR 2762, proposes $200 million funding for each of the fiscal years of the special diabetes program from 2009 until 2013.  This fiscal request is a $50 million dollar increase from the previous bill.  Located within the bill is also a request for $200 million for type 1 diabetes running on the same time frames.

The Senate companion measure, S. 1494, was introduced by Senator Pete Domenici (R-NM) on May 24, 2007.  The Senate version has strong support, notably, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, Byron Dorgan (D-ND), Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Energy and Natural Resources Chairman, Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM).  The senate bill was referred to the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.  

Head Start Reauthorization Bill Passes the Senate and Now goes to Conference with the House

The Senate passed its version of the Head Start Reauthorization bill on Tuesday, June 19, 2007, by unanimous consent.  The Senate version of the bill has significant differences than the recently passed House version (HR 1429).  It proposes to provide $100 million for a new state incentive grant program.  Other changes in the Senate bill seek to broadly expand Head Start eligibility and give Head Start Officials a larger role.

The Senate bill would also authorize increased funding for expanding the Head Start Program.  The funding level grows from $7.3 billon in fiscal year 2008 to $7.5 billion in 2009, and 7.9 billion in fiscal year 2010.  Senate conferees include members of the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.  Like the Senate the House Version also includes a funding increase for Head Start.

Notably, the issue of how Indian Head Start will be funded is different in both versions of the bills.  The Navajo Nation Washington Office is monitoring these provisions and will be advocating to produce a workable bill in the conference committee.
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